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Emlgre Tells of Research in Sowet

In Parapsychology for M111tary Use

By FLORA LEWIS
Spectal to The Ngw Yark Timey

PARIS June 18~—-An emigre Soviet

physiclst says that the Soviet Union hgs,

been doing sactet work in parapsycholos
gy, for what appegr to be military and
police purposes.

The :§oviet emjgre, August Stern, who

. now. lives in- Pacis, spent three ‘years in

@ secret Siberian. laboratory in the late
1960°s tryingto’ find & physical bas!s for
psychic anetgy. or t‘pul parxlq;es," a8 they
are called,

Moscows intarest m the suhject was

’.demommtod j the’casa of Robert C.
“Toth, &' correspondent of The Los Angeles|
Times, who was interrogated this week | an
“In ‘Moscow hy the, K.GN,, the security

police, and. was accused of having re-

\ ﬁ“’“‘ “state secrels” ‘gbout parapsy-

chology. Ha' was’ ‘sliowed to leave for
homé after protests by t&g united States

[in Washlnxton, officllls said the ine’
ftalhgence gommunity wes swarc of
Soviet: research in parapsychology, but
added that American specialists did not
believe ‘the Russians had made any
inusual dwcoverles One ofﬁcial saxd'
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some Soviet work appeared aimed at
developing psychologncal warfare.
-methads.) .

“The ‘Toth inoident had the! earmarks
of an entrapment, in the vlew of some
diplomats. There is no sign that the 25
page documeqc on parapsychology hand-
ed to him on the s{reet just before he
was Gelzed contained important informa-
tion. However, there is g record of Soviet
semsitivity and * August Stern’s informar
tion " indicates’ that parapsychology is ¥
matter of concarn to the authorities. :

“Mr. Stern 18 a son of Dr. Mikhail St&m.

aft. gndocrinalogist who was imprisoned
before. .baing Qqued to leave the Soviet
Upion in March. August Stern said he
wea told beforw leaving the Soviet ‘Union
two years 3go that An even more secret
laboratory than the one he knew in Sibe-
ria had been get up in- Moscow under
the direction of the K.G.B.

‘A French goientist and former intelli-
zmce agent, Jacques Bergier, has written
a bopk ggying that extrasensory percep-

sy

Continued on Pq;e 20. Column 1
m

Or Nut Bm Abwt Your
Occupnuoml N voc: Caveer Focly - Program
1171 -Acl i

Approved For Release 2001/03/26 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000200080033-8




LU

Approved For Releagg 2001/03/26 : CIA-RDP96-0078®00200080033-8

Engre Reports on Sovlet Researci

Continued From Page 1
tion, one of the theories studled by parap-
gy, may be used in espionage,
tought control, surveillance and as a
form of weapon. - - ' :
Pargpsycholagy covers four specific
fields of nonphysical phenomena. They
are telepa,thy (transmission - of - thought
without jse of the senses), extrasensory
perception, telekinesis (transmisslon of
motion without any evident use of physi-
cal epergy) and clairvoyance (the ability
to see distant or future events without
physical intervention). .-
Most scientists remain skephcal thet

sich phenomena actually exist, but there ~ §

are: researchery throughout tha world

dedicated “to proving asnd it possible, ex-

plalning them. '

Formml officially subsidized Soviet re-

the field has gone on for years,

mma«énea publicly vaunted and st cher
nounced and aven denied:

U.s. Navy Was Interosted in'1950's

At one time in

1960'&. the United States Na:ﬁr and. th
tanford Research Institute

mems in telepathy to see whether it comd, g

r‘?mﬁdeum 3}1&: wtgble -menng- of ¢
munioating wi marines,
3 known, ments. f&ﬁe& "t

owid of the hed Moscow.
‘enly mokmghvlava mww ;n 0
. ‘ 15

1975 somo Soviet vgmpsychol

were persecuted and hole subj

wes publicly uttaoked Eduard Naumov.,
researcher no evident connectior

wi.bh e milita “or; pollce, ‘was tdm,

s charge of -accepting. foea 1 A

without pennlssim. vag.
to two yem in hsbgr ¢

mmtaacts with Western pa choll
“Later, on June lS.p %sy o%

Bmhnev. the Soviet- laﬂder. urg

Unlted States to-agree on a-ban M

aearch and development o;‘ new kinds' o't»

weapons “moretetrible"”

then. A
the world has kiown. American ny E

cantrol negotlators have tried to ﬁaﬁl ut i} Mon N

from ‘their Soviet counterparts wi

had in mind, but they have not leamed

anything more that-that he meant “some
l:ﬂf mys," accorcﬂng to Unitpd Htates.

' Vucmmnz Treatment Noted 8

At first, American intelligence thought
he might have been referring to laser
bheams, or some way of focusing cosmic

,y but they no longer believe this- to

¢ the case, They say that they are baf-
fled by the reference. -

There is no evidence thet Mr.Brezhnev

—r—

the late 1850's and early g

“of pnrapsyohol

s

o't Son co Ky el Lo
\m:"%’kﬂﬁehémmﬁw‘im aﬁ frém

nobert ”roth. Los’ Angalea Times
poﬁdont in London yesterday.

was refen‘ing to somet’hjng in the tield
. But'it is a possibility

has oocur to some observers, es-
ly becsuse of the vascillating treat-

‘meat, Of para ogists, the evident
{invqmm g the K8, with the sub-

pd what some regard ?s & tradition-
cism.
initial detention a week ago,
"Toth was reported to have quoted
,'smtement made by an employee
gademy of Sciences who had been
‘ the nut,honties to examine the
} In his possession. The state-
it peferred to *psi particles” and said
Mg material i3 secret and shows the
. of work done in some closed scien-
dlie Insfitutes of our state.”

" Yast year; ‘the Paria mewspaper Le
shed a letter by a Russian
named adimir Lvov dmouncmg a previ-

{nterest in mystl

ous letter 3' nch professor, Henri
Gastaut, an pyir? that parapsycholo-
gy research was 1c.injly supported in
the Soviet Union. =

" Mr. Lvov-was ldentified by Le Monde
as a “Soviet sclentific writer in Lenin.
rad,” but Western sources said they be-
ieved he was connected with the K.G.B.
The French professor had simply men-

" tloned, in the course of a plea for support

of pampsychology research, that the Rus-
sians were engaged in it.
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The reply, titled “Myths and Reallties
in the Soviet Union,” and published on
Aug. 4, 1976, Mr. Lvav gaid: :

“The truth is simple, There is no parap-
sychology as a legitimate’ and officially
recognized branch of Soviet sclence. No
institute or scientific research center in
the U. 8. S: R. 15 oocupied with telepathy,
psychokinesis, etc. But there are a few

~groups of “amateurs. , . whdlook into
the ‘paranormal’ with the ald. of some
journalists without scruples of geientific
exactitude.” _ S
- Yet, soon after the trial 8 Mr. Naumov,

the Soviet parapsychologist, ‘a report to’

The - Times of London said "the Soviet
_Academy of Pedag_o;ical Sclences had de-
clared the study of psychic phenomena
8. gubject -fit for sclentific study, and
‘therefore not a permissable fleld foy unof-
ficial researchers. = . ..
" .Mr, Stern’s reminiscenses of the labora-
tory ‘where he worked and the way it
..wag finally shut down only add to the
public record. The laboratory was in No-
.vogibirsk's “Science City, a complex .be-
- longing to: the Siberlan branch of the
ﬁﬁﬂdemy of Sciences, It:-was in a separate
yuilding, and the door could be opened
conly by ‘a coded Jock with the code
c¢hanged every week. It was known as
“Special Department No. 8" and was e
terred to as @ branch of “the Institute

of Automatlon and Electrometry. -
- - Headed by a Navy Officer

* The head was Vitaly Perov, a navy offi-

cer, whe opened it in 1966, Mr. Stern
said, He recelled that Mr. Perov showed
deference to two visitors who came in

the- early days to check on theinstallas
Hon,' Mir. Stetn helleved the visitors to |

be K.G.B. meny
Wor

country Gntil there wére about 60 persons

at the laboratory, The scientists among | of th

them were given virtually unlimited funds

for- elaborate equipment, . “It cost manﬁ'
T

toillions,” Mr. Stern said. His own wo!

was in theoretical physics. His view was |

that there might be an orderly “system
ln which all kinds of energy ‘could be
charted, similar to Mendeleypv's periodic
ha?%génf ghemical elements. -As a ‘result
o ]
some hlank “spaces, unknown -elements
If such-a chart could be discovered
for epetgf,“ Mr. Stern- thought, 'it, too,
might be Tound to have blank ssmces that
might lead to physical identification of
particles to explain the mystery of psy-

chic'energi’rl, the “psi particles.”

 were recruited from sround the’

xdic table, which originally left
|sclentists.” =

tory Involved applying electric shocks

-mothers, three floors upatairs, regisiered
any reactlon’ throlgh' some mental con-

in a room to see whethér they responded
to attempts by others several roomg away
to send them telepathic grders; studies
%p\;glving monkeys. and electrgmagnetic
felds. =~ - s

There wére also exggrjméms with
photon waves, in which fx

strument than a machine. One Involved
putting bagteria on two sides of a glass
glat,e to see whether a fatal disease could

e transmitted through the glass. It was
reasoned:. that~if ‘this could’ ba-dons, it
would ghow:that photons—ligh{ particles
—were. daciopnted
forps of nicatio

shit down. My, Stern sald he d
know the reason .:

was really the teanis: Jsck of success or

Iy suggester] at the'time, ‘but s change| 3¢
ot atlyude oF power balancs In the Krem- | S
" Leningrad Project Was Canceled

O triota. o hie. & Lentigrad. sclentis
A friend of his, a Leningrad scientis

nameT’ ‘EWM Re av‘?s-told him he

o LT
0 - anew Ighoraioay. and. ¢

2 job. But the project Was canceled.
Later, ftfends told Mr. Stern that the

ks 0

in Lenin

labo;apogy i’ M

abogt it 1w Y
By. the time he left in 1974, he was
ol pyychology work had

K.G.B. isboratory. He said'he had heard
tunjors that sbmething “important, very
dangerous” -had been discovered, but he

commented: ) . :

“ I never believed it. How can the K.G.B,
do . effective regearch? They néed real
" 'His experience in Novoeibirsk had con-
vinced him that many researchers with
official sponsorship were poorly qualified
or even quacks and their p ¢ could
not be substantianted. His own research

nothing. Other nxperiménts' at 'uie’ Inbbr -1
newly-born kittens. to-seg whether. their;

nection; ‘television surveillance of peopie!

-

gs' eyes were|,
nsed -as a more. sensitive measuring in-{-

beep curtailed’ except for the -secret|

papers were confiscated hefors he emi-
grated. - :

v mmrians

‘He worked for two years and found
M == T
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'fof “some inexplicable| K¢

Suddenly, in 1969, the ‘hbomtq?/ was |

d not| g%
dld not think -it| Jth
‘the poor quality of ite gcience, as official- | 1

. o, vas. back in Mosoow by then He| 41
bem?d thet the military, and particularly| &%
. | the navy, was conducting parapsychology| gt

‘ ngrad, oY




